
Standing up for Science:  
A Brief Overview of the Association  for Science 

in Autism Treatment
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“What is state of the art treatment for autism?”

“What is the BEST treatment for my Billy?”



ASAT’s Mission
● We promote safe, effective, science-based treatments 

for people with autism by disseminating accurate, 
timely, and scientifically sound information;  

● advocating for the use of scientific methods to guide 
treatment; and combating unsubstantiated, 

inaccurate and false information about autism and 
its treatment. 

● for all people with autism …   
regardless of age, severity of condition,  

income or place of residence.



The Association for Science  
in Autism Treatment (ASAT)

● ASAT is a national, not-for-profit, 501(c) 3 
organization.        

● ASAT is committed to science as the most objective, 
time-tested and reliable approach to discerning 
between safe, effective autism treatments, and those 
that are harmful or ineffective.  

● ASAT supports all scientifically sound research on the 
prevention, treatment and cure of autism, as well as all 
treatments for autism that are shown to be effective 
through solid scientific research, regardless of 
discipline or domain. 



Who Benefits from ASAT
⦿  individuals with autism 

and their families 
⦿  the professional community 
⦿  students/faculty 
⦿  the media 
⦿ medical professionals



ASAT’s Resources

Science in Autism Treatment





Science in Autism Treatment
● Articles 
● Clinical Corner 
● Consumer Corner 
● Ethics Corner 
● Summaries of specific treatments 
● Book Reviews 
● Media Watch highlights 
● Reviews of published research

S I A T

● Critiques of policy statements 
regarding autism treatments 

● Interviews with those supporting 
science and confronting 
pseudoscience 

● Upcoming conferences 
● Guidelines for consumers to access 

effective treatment 
● Links to resources

www.asatonline.org/signup



ASAT’s Resources

www.asatonline.org





On the ASAT Website

Conferences 

Emphasize treatments 
that have been 

scientifically validated or 
show legitimate promise.

   About Autism 

     
     

  







ASAT supports proven treatment & informed choice 
Pseudoscience therapies:  Some warnings 
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⧫ASAT Responds to Atlanta Journal-Constitution's “Tech Hopes to Develop Early Warning Tools and Treatments for Autism”   
Source http://www.ajc.com/.../tech-hopes-to-develop-595947.html     Thursday, September 30, 2010  
As you mention in your article, there is a critical period during which intervention is at its most effective…  

⧫ ASAT's Open Letter to Son-Rise Program's Raun Kaufman     Monday, September 20, 2010  
Source http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6D2NwgiX72Q  
⧫ASAT and Autism Science Foundation: An Open Letter to Autism Speaks   Wednesday,September 8, 2010  
Source http://action.autismspeaks.org/.../scienceanswers  
 ⧫ ASAT Eulogy for Dr. O. Ivar Lovaas     Thursday, August 12, 2010  
Source http://www.latimes.com/.../la-me-ivar-lovaas-20100806,0,1639646.story  
It is an understatement to say that Ivar Lovaas was a pioneer… 

⧫ ASAT Responds to Denver Post "Alternative Therapies for Brain Disorders Seeing Success“ 
Source http://www.denverpost.com/search/ci_14886346      Wednesday, August 11, 2010  
In the absence of data from well-controlled scientific studies, a testimonial from a consumer and opinions offered by Brain Balance therapists or franchise 
owners do not establish Brain Balance as a scientifically validated treatment for autism… 

⧫ ASAT Responds to Sun Sentinel's "Castration Drug Given to Kids as Autism Therapy" story 
Source http://www.sun-sentinel.com/health/fl-autism-treatment-20100803,0,2504213.story   Wednesday, August 04, 2010  
Despite the caveats, articles such as yours with the media attention it brings may raise concern for a few, but actually may do more to increase revenue 
for those turning autism treatment into a cottage industry… 

⧫ASAT Responds to Chicago Tribune story "FDA Warns Maker of Product Used as Alternative Autism Treatment”   
Source http://www.chicagotribune.com/health/ct-met-autism-chemical-20100623,0,7088247.story    Wednesday, July 28, 2010  
It is unconscionable that medical professionals in leadership roles make unsubstantiated declarations about unproven treatments, especially those that 
may have side effects that threaten health and safety of children… 

⧫ASAT Responds to Irish Times article "Best Practice Autism Treatment 'Will Vanish' Under Proposals“ 
Source http://www.irishtimes.com/.../1224274659597.html     Monday, July 19, 2010  
Ireland’s Department of Education is making some dangerous and unfounded assumptions. Acting upon these assumptions will harm children, squelch 
progress, and lead to generations of soon-to-be-adults with autism who will require significant life-long services… 

⧫ ASAT Responds to NYT story "Vaccinations: A Hot Debate Still Burning“   Wednesday, June 30, 2010  
Source http://tv.nytimes.com/.../27vaccine.html?_r=2  
For a number of years now, scientific studies have confirmed that vaccines are not causally linked to autism. That is the good news… 

⧫ ASAT Responds to ABC News "A Gluten-Free, Casein-Free Diet No Remedy for Autism“  Tuesday, May 25, 2010  
Source http://abcnews.go.com/.../story?id=10690766  
This is a time when families of children with autism are bombarded with treatment claims and, too often, promises of “magic bullets” or cures based on 
little more than slick marketing, bold testimonial or word-of-mouth. Many of these so-called treatments offer much but deliver little… 
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ASAT’s Resources

www.facebook.com/Asatonline  





RECENT CREATION OF 150 HOUR 
FORMALIZED VOLUNTEER EXPERIENCES 

AT THE GRADUATE AND UNDERGRADUATE 
LEVELS 

EXTERNS PARTICIPATE IN A VARIETY OF 
STRUCTURED ASAT ACTIVITIES WITH ASAT 

BOARD MEMBERS 
CONTACT DCELIBERTI@ASATONLINE.ORG

Student Externship Program 



Thanks for Listening…We hope to see you again!

www.asatonline.org 

Find us on                 facebook.com/asatonline  

Follow us on                                twitter.com/asatonline

http://www.asatonline.org/

